A qualitative aspect of learning-sensitive open field ambulation in mice.
Maze training was shown to affect qualitative aspects of the learning-sensitive open-field (OF) ambulation in male Swiss albino mice. The changes in thigmotactic (wall-seeking) behaviour were most pronounced when significant signs of learning occurred, usually on the third day of training. Also daily changes in thigmotaxis from before to after training were found. Mice not subjected to maze training exhibited a different thigmotactic pattern of behaviour. The present series of experiments indicated that separate starting-points (centre or wall) influenced the thigmotactic behaviour as opposed to the shape of the OF (circular or square).